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Phone: (973) 292-2250 x-6550, Fax: (973) 292-2247

 Mr. Peter Frazzano, Principal

July 27th, 2010.
Dear Parents,

As you know, standardized tests are administered to all elementary, middle, and high school students each spring.  These tests measure students’ proficiency in language arts and math.  The State of New Jersey uses the scores on these tests to determine if schools, districts, and subgroups of students are achieving Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in those content areas. 

In order for a school to be recognized as having attained “Adequate Yearly Progress,” each of the ten identified subgroups must have attained AYP in both content areas.  These subgroups are: Total Population; Students with Disabilities; Limited English Proficient Students; White; African-American; Asian/Pacific Islander; American Indian/Native American/ Hispanic; Others; and Economically Disadvantaged.

Although the 2008 and 2009 test scores indicated that the vast majority of Sussex Avenue students were “proficient” or “advanced proficient” in language arts and math, one of the identified subgroups, Students with Disabilities, did not meet the standard in these content areas for two consecutive years. As a result, Sussex Avenue has been identified as a “School in Need of Improvement’ and remains as such for two years.
If a school has been identified as “in Need of Improvement,” the State of New Jersey requires that certain measures be undertaken to address areas of deficiency. There is an option, if applicable, for school choice to be made available to parents. Since this ‘school choice’ option is not applicable to our schools we therefore as a further extension of the mandated needs of the No Child Left Behind Act have to offer, to families who qualify, what is termed as Supplemental Educational Services. The following chart reflects these requirements and the programs that currently are or will be in place at Sussex Avenue School to meet them. 
	Steps Required
	Implementation at Sussex Avenue School.

	Supplemental Educational Services
	Sussex will make arrangements to provide supplemental educational services 

	Develop School Improvement Plan
	A broad-based School Improvement Committee comprised of parents, staff, school and District administrators, and community members has and will continue to meet to identify areas of need and to plan programs and activities to help improve student achievement. 


	Technical Assistance from District
	The MSD will continue to provide extensive Professional Development programs for staff and will target strategies for struggling learners through special PD programs as well as through PD programs embedded throughout the year.


The Department of Education also requires that parents be offered the opportunity to compare Sussex Avenue School scores with the scores of all other schools throughout the state. If you would like to view statewide scores, they may be found on the DOE website at the following link: http://www.nj.gov/education/title1/accountability/ayp/0910/profiles. 

In order for our School Improvement Committee to be successful, it is imperative that it include broad representation of parents from our school community. If you are able to contribute to the work of this important committee please contact my office. Your time and input will be valued.

Sussex Avenue School remains committed to ensuring that all our students are able to attain the highest educational standards and to reach their full potential. We will continue to communicate with you throughout the year regarding the school improvement efforts underway and hope you will join us in supporting our students and teachers as we work together toward our common goal of success for all our students. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about our school status or how you might contribute to the work of our School Improvement Committee.

Sincerely, 

Peter Frazzano

Principal
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