Genre Description

“Mode is the study of methods used to write or speak effectively. Mode words name different ways of using language effectively. Everything written involves using one or more of these modes.” Katie Wood Ray
Narrative: narrate events through time

Expository: explain (expose) something

Descriptive: provides imagery through the use the vivid, specific details

Persuasive: make a case for the validity of an idea or opinion

Genre refers to the kind of writing that falls into the categories of mode. Genre is what the writer explains when asked the question, “What are you working on right now?” (An advice column,,.. an editorial… a description of…)
Mentor Text: Any text that is used to model a specific genre of writing or aspecific aspect of writing craft
Genres:

Wordless Book

Younger students develop these as their language acquisition grows. The book is a series of pictures that, often, depict an event
List Books (Katie Wood Ray  Study In Writing.)
A book of lists or a  list of possibilities related to a topic “8 monsters from the moon”


Mentor Texts for Lists: 


Found in many newspapers and magazines.



101 places to see before you are 12!  J. O’Sullivan

All About….. Books (Katie Wood Ray  Study In Writing.)
The, usually, younger author focuses in on one topic of choice and connects a variety of information to that topic in a mix of picture and word
Personal Narrative (Caulkins et al) 
“The writer describes a real life event that may include small moments and feelings that add to the narrative.”
Small Moment Narrative (Caulkins et al)
A very focused vignette from the child’s life is retold as a sequence with precise detail so much so that the reader could follow the event.
Response to Literature
Its purpose is to reveal what the writer knows about, understands and how the writer interprets a specific piece of literature. It includes supporting evidence from the text, in the form of direct quotes, which embellishes or supports that interpretation.
Personal Essay (Randy Bomer Time for Meaning)
“Essays such as the personal essay aim to persuade someone to think like the writer does on a given subject.” Often a personal essay shares an opinion or event from the writer's life, is written in the first person and is supported by a variety of incidents from the writer's life.
(E.g. My friend is very brave….  Volunteering has made me a better person…)

Mentor Texts for Personal Essay:



My Grandmother’s Clock G. McCaughrean



Thinking Out Loud A Quidlen



I want to be  T. Moss



D.Wood: A Coach’s Letter to His Son  M.Allen

Literary Essay (Janet Angelillo Writing About Reading)
As with any essay the aim is to advance ideas about a text that the writer has read. It includes a short retelling of the text and is well organized point by point.

The writer identifies a compelling idea about what they have read, prove they deeply understand what was read and through the use of supporting evidence write about what they are thinking about the world and how the text confirms their thinking.
The essential focus of a literary essay can be expressed in a thesis statement. E.g.: "In this essay, I will prove ___ about this work."
Persuasive Essay (Mary Anne Riley Modes of Writing)
In trying to convince a reader that the author’s opinion or argument is true the writer will make a clear well organized appeal to the reader to think as they do about topic. It often incorporates expository and descriptive modes as well.
Feature Articles (Katie Wood Ray  Study in Writing.)
A feature article is written to inform readers about a fascinating subject. It is a piece that is informative in nature and can have a variety of layout features similar to a special article in a newspaper or magazine.

Mentor Texts for Feature Articles: 


A good Days Fishing,  J Proseck



The Journey: Stories of Migration, C Rylant



Girl Think of Everything, C. Thimmesh



Jazz W.D. Myers



Monumental Verses J.P Lewis



Time for Kids

Narrative (Mary Anne Riley Modes of Writing)
A narrative tells a story. Narration presents a series of events in order to inform or entertain an audience. It relates series of events that could be real or fictional.
Business Letter (Write Source 2000 text)
The business letter is usually written to ask for information or answers and is written in a formal style and follows an accepted form. There are 6 basic parts: the heading (address and date), inside address (name and address of the person the author is writing to) , Salutation (Mr., Mrs. etc) Body (Information gathering  section in paragraph form), Closing (Yours truly, Sincerely, etc) Signature (sign and typed full name)

Friendly Letter (Write Source 2000 text)
The letter is designed to share information about the author with a friend or relative. There are 5 basic parts of the friendly letter: the heading, the salutation, body, closing and signature.

Research Report (Write Source 2000 text)
The writer presents facts and details about a specific subject in a clear organized fashion. The introduction should aim at grabbing the reader’s attention followed by a body that contains enough detail that is interesting and informative. The conclusion summarizes significant points to leave an impression on the reader.
Expository- How to Book and How to…practical and informative (Katie Wood Ray  Study in Writing.)
A piece of expository writing that explains how to do or to make something. An informative “how to” will inform readers about how something is done or made but not in enough detail for the reader to replicate the process (distinguishing them from a practical how to…)
An enumerative “how to” can be used to solve an open ended math problem and is a sequential, step by step piece of writing that explains a process from beginning to end


Mentor Texts for How to…:



Any Osbourne ‘How to… Play Guitar… Making Models…”



Look What I did with a Leaf   M. Sohi



Messages in the Mailbox, L. Leedy 

Speculative prompt (NJDOE)
These tasks will present students with a briefly described situation to which they are asked to respond with a narrative. (Teaching a narrative unit would then be developed prior to this genre) The given situation will provide students with information that may be used as a springboard for a student to write a story, actual or fictional. Speculative writing tasks require that students use their imagination to speculate about something.
A study of a ‘test prompt’ should be a study of process and not just product. The process students are asked to use to produce writing on tests is not going to be the same process our students should be using in writing workshop due mainly to time constraints. But the kind of writing the students are expected to produce should be of a high quality and that will be the norm all year long. This shouldn’t change for this genre of writing.

Memoir (Katie Wood Ray  Study in Writing.)
“A type of non fiction writing where the writer takes a reflective stance in looking back upon a significant event in his/her life. Memoir may or may not be in the narrative mode.”

Mentor Texts for Memoirs:



My First Garden T.Bogacki



Family Pictures/ Cuadros de familia: C.L. Graza



Living up the Street  G. Soto



Flora and Tiger: 19 Very Short Stories From My Life E.Carle
