READING CONFERENCE

The Reading Conference is a brief discussion with an individual child or small
group of children. The conference may occur before, during or after independent
reading takes place.

MATERIALS:
The teacher will need to devise a record system which suits his or her needs (see
Reading Comprehension Questions) a relaxed setting such as a conference
table or carpeted area.

PROCEDURES:

» The procedures for a reading conference should be established with the whole
class.

« A child does not require a reading conference for every book that he/she reads.

» The teacher should set up a realistic conference schedule (it is possible to work
with 4-5 children during a reading time).

« The conference should be kept short:

« If the teacher feels that there is a need for a more intensive conference, it should
be scheduled at another time.

« The teacher might consider conferencing with a group of children that are all
reading the same material or material with a common theme.

« The teacher will need to use effective questioning techniques to extend the
child's understanding of the material and to heighten his/her involvement in
reading.

+ The Reading Conference should be a positive experience, allowing for
expression of the child's personal thoughts and opinions.

« The teacher will need to develop an efficient record-keeping system to record the
reading strategies used by the child, the level of books read by the child,
problems the child encountered, etc.

EXTENSIONS:
« Children that are making good progress will need shorter and fewer conferences:
« These children may also be frained to peer conference.
« Let these students conference with another school adult.



A Framework for an Reading Conference

Bring me a book that you are reading.

Why did you choose this book?

What is the reading level of this book for you?

Tell me what the book is about so far.

Read this part of the book for me.

Tell me what you remember about what you just read.

Let's discuss your strengths and what you need to work on.
How long do you think it will take you to complete this book?
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Questions to Ask During a Reading Conference

With Fiction:

What is the problem in the story so far?

What is the main character like?

Tell me about the setting, where the story has taken place.
What is your favorite part so far?

What is happening in the story right now?

With Nonfiction:

What is the most interesting thing you have learned so far?
What is your favorite part?

What else are you hoping o learn?

How is the book organized?



READING WORKSHOP
Conference Discussion Starters

Conferences should last five minutes for individual students, ten
to fifteen for small groups.
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What do you think of this book?

What's this book about/

What were you wondering about as you read this book?

If you had a chance to talk with the author, what would you ask him or her?
Why do you suppose the author gave the book this title?

Have you read other books by this author? If so, how are the other books like
this one?

if you could be like any character in the book, who would it be and Why’?
Does this book remind you of any other books you have read? Which ones?
If this story took place in a different time, how would it be different?

Who is telling the story?

Telt me a little bit about your favorite part.

Can you show me a word that you didn’t know before but were able to figure
out? How did you figure it out?

# Why did you choose this book?
% Are you like anyone in this book? if so, why?
¥ What do you think is going to héppen next? Why?
# Would you read me your favorite part?
#¢ s there a place in the story that you didn’t understand?
What did you do about it?
¢ ls there anyone in the class you would recommend this book to?
% Who? Why?
Note Taking
ML Mini lesson understood ML Didn't
FL Read fluently 7L Didnt
C Comprehension 74 Didn't
OR Oral Reading Describe FL, skips, etc.



More Questions to Ask During a Reading Conference

Opening the Conversation

How is your reading going?

What are you thinking about your book?
Where are you in your reading?

Is this a good book cholce for you?
Talk to me about your reading

That is a book, author | love.

That is a book | wart fo read.
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Sampling the Student’s Oral Reading
0O Read a part you really liked.
Read from where you are.
O Listen to your reading. How does it sound?
O Read your lefter so far.

Encourage Monitoring and Reflection

How well do you understand your book?

Do you have any questions for me?

Are there any confusing paris?

Is this book “just right” for you?

How are you doing with the variety of books you are reading?
How can | help?

What can | help you think about?

What's going well | your reading? What can | help you do better?
What goals do you have for your reading?

What do you think about your reading so far?

How are you doing with your letter writing?

Choose the best lefier you have written so far. Why is it your best?
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Encourage Connections
0 How is this book like ...
0 When | read this book | ...
@ This book reminded me of ...
@ Did you nofice that this author...

Encourage Crifical Thinking
o Would you recommend this book fo other students?
o What's the best part of your reading so far?
©1 What do you think about the author's writing
0O How does this book compare with the author's other books?

Extending the Student's Reading Interests
T |suggest this.. because...
O What are you thinking about reading next?

Extending Problem-Solving Strategies
O  Let me show you a way to figure out that word

O Intoday's minilesson we... Have you fried that strategy or have you been thinking about that?

0 How are you doing with what you just learned in the minilesson
0 What problems have you encountered that | can help you with?
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BLM 6-12 Conference Sign-up Chart (Text p. 378}

| o
| READING CONFERENCES
Student Teacher
Requested Requested
Meonday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
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BLM 6-15 Teacher’s Notebook Page for Each Student (Text p. 381)

Name Age Grade ____
Interests:
Reading Strengths Writing Strengths

OTHER OBSERVATIONS
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